
 

Weekly News From Your Wisconsin Democratic

Party Chair 
Follow this newsletter to keep current on the events shaping our state and the work our party

is doing to win in 2022 and beyond.
Dear friends across Wisconsin, 

 

Tuesday night could have been a political bloodbath. 

 

Republicans predicted a red wave. Far-right candidates ran for offices all over the state, 
cheered on by right-wing radio hosts and buoyed by money from the state GOP and dark-
money groups. Republicans wanted to do, under Biden, the reverse of what Democrats had 
done under Trump: In 2018 and 2020, we Democrats won massively in the spring election. 
This year, the GOP thought the tides had turned. They spent, organized, and pushed. They 
absolutely might have won in every corner of the state. 

 

But they didn’t. Because we showed up too—and met their red wave with a blue one. 

 

We won far more than political scientists would have forecast was possible. In fact, in a 50/50 
state in a tough year for Democrats, we won more than we lost: out of the 276 races where 
we actively engaged as a state party—where candidates accepted our in-kind support and we
invested in organizing, digital, and/or mail or other paid communications—we won 147 of the 
races. That’s a win rate of 53%. 

 

And a much larger number of races received volunteer support from county parties 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin members, in every corner of our state. I’ve heard from county 



chairs all over the state about tough elections where, against the odds, the candidates aligned
with our values fought and won. 

 

How was this possible? We did it by showing up. 

 

We did it by investing more—more of every kind of resource at our disposal—in more local 
races than our party had ever invested. And we did it because you, and the WisDems 
members you work with, pulled out all the stops to win local races even when no statewide 
Republican candidate was on the ballot. 

 

Sure, there were losses. Many of them narrow, some of them not; many of them predictable, 
some of them jarring and unexpected. But that’s always going to be the case. This state is 
almost perfectly evenly divided, according to both election history and to polls. And yes, we 
saw a frightening surge in GOP extremism, right-wing dark money, and candidates running 
divisive, race-baiting, hateful, and deceitful campaigns. We shouldn’t sugar-coat the intensity 
of what the GOP brought to this election—not for a moment. And we should learn everything 
possible from our losses as well as our wins. 

 

But we also shouldn’t underestimate the extent of what, together, we achieved on Tuesday. 
Look at the school board races in Eau Claire, La Crosse, Fon du Lac, Oshkosh, Appleton, 
Janesville, Beloit, Holman, Sparta—and, my goodness, so many other places—and you don’t 
see a red wave. You see candidate after candidate, supported by local Democrat after local 
Democrat, who stood firm for their values, mobilized their supporters, and won. Look at the 
diverse, history-making slate of Democrats who will soon be sworn in to local office. Look at 
the small races—like Pamela Gantz, who defeated fraudulent elector Kelly Ruh in a De Pere 
alder’s race—and the big ones, like Cavalier Johnson defeating Bob Donovan by an even 
bigger margin than Tom Barrett had done in 2016.

 

In the main, despite some crossovers in both directions, Republicans won races in areas 
where Trump had won, and Democrats won in places Biden won. Here’s one way to quantify 
this. Rebecca Kleefisch made news by announcing that she’d endorsed more than 100 
candidates for local offices. By our count, 78 of her chosen candidates went on to win. What’s



gone unmentioned is that 59 of those candidates won in municipalities or counties that Trump 
won, while just 19 won in Biden areas.

 

What we see is a state seething with political energy… and could go either way in November. 

 

The Republicans were fired up. But we brought the fire, too. Fire as in energy, and FIRE as in 
our values: Fight, Include, Respect, and Empower. We worked across lines of race and 
ethnicity and geography and gender, lifting up communities all over our state. And because of 
that, far more Wisconsinites will be served by elected officials who actually believe in public 
service. The only true measure of our work is its impact on people’s lives. Because of the 
mayors, school board members, city council members, county board supervisors, and other 
officials you just played a critical role in electing, Wisconsinites’ lives are going to get better. 

 

Our next battle—enormous battles—are before us. We must reelect Governor Evers. We 
must defeat Ron Johnson. We must elect Democrats up and down the ballot. But let’s also 
take a breath, to thank all of those who ran and worked so hard, win or lose, and to celebrate 
who far we’ve come together. 

 

I couldn’t be more grateful to work with you. And I’m proud to be, like you, a Wisconsin 
Democrat. 

 

In solidarity, 

 

Ben 

FIGHT 
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s Historic Confirmation
President Joe Biden fulfilled his promise of nominating the first Black woman to the Supreme 
Court and yesterday, Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson made history with her confirmation as our 
next justice. After a demanding confirmation process rife with Republican obstruction and 



contempt, it’s clear that Judge Jackson will be a fantastic jurist on the nation’s highest court. 

 

Though there was broad bipartisan support for Judge Jackson in the public — include 
Republican senators themselves, noting her list of qualifications and her “demonstrated 
judicial independence” — Ron Johnson voted against confirming one of the most qualified 
candidates ever nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

As Chair Ben Wikler said in an official statement on Judge Jackson’s confirmation, 
“Wisconsin and the United States will be better off with Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson sitting 
on the highest court in our land – her qualifications are second to none and her record shows 
she is someone who will always fight for fairness and justice. Today’s vote not only adds a 
brilliant legal mind to the Supreme Court but will also ensure the Supreme Court better 
reflects the diversity of Wisconsin and our nation.” 

 

President Biden and Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson celebrate Judge Jackson's confirmation to the U.S. 

Supreme Court at the White House on Thursday.

Governor Evers Continues To Invest In Students’ Mental Health
Following his announcement last week, investing in Wisconsin telehealth services, Governor 
Evers announced a $15 million investment in mental health support to school districts across 
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the state.

 

The funds are part of Gov. Evers’ “Get Kids Ahead Initiative,” designed to address announced 
during his 2022 State of the State address.. The additional funds can be used to hire and 
support mental health navigators, provide mental health first aid and trauma-based care 
training and provide family assistance programs.

 

“These funds will go directly towards whatever mental health support and services our kids 
need so they can be successful both in and out of the classroom to help them grow, learn, 
and get ahead,” Gov. Evers said. 

 

Gov. Evers at Pouring Cats & Dogs in Medford, promoting Main Street Bounceback grants that have 

enabled business to move into vacant storefronts along main streets in every county of Wisconsin.

President Biden Delivering For Postal Service, No Thanks to Wisconsin 

Republicans 
This week, President Biden signed the Postal Service Reform Act into law — the most 
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significant overhaul the U.S. Postal Service has seen in over 20 years. The bill focuses on 
reforming USPS, focusing on the complications that came to light during the pandemic, 
including delays in delivery and a lack of transparency. 

 

The Postal Service Reform Act guarantees six-day delivery, ensuring prompt deliveries of 
these crucial items across the state. It also guarantees on-time delivery for necessary bills 
paid through the mail, taking away the fear and stress of a missed payment. Wisconsinites no
longer have to worry if their parents’ or grandparents’ medication refills will be delayed or if 
their electricity bill will arrive before its’ due date. 

 

Despite these, and additional provisions, Wisconsin Republicans continued to play partisan 
games and vote against the bill. Both Representative Bryan Steil and Senator Ron Johnson 
refused to vote for the Postal Service Reform Act. Rep. Steil was the only Wisconsin 
Representative — both Democratic and Republican — to vote against this critical bill. 
Continuing his pattern of voting against bettering Wisconsinites’, Senator Johnson voted 
against investing in USPS.

Ramthun Follows Kleefisch, Tommy Thompson to Mar-A-Lago
Tim Ramthun made his pilgrimage to Mar-a-Lago this week to court Donald Trump’s 
endorsement. Ramthun, however, isn’t the only candidate in the governor’s race who has 
made the trip to Florida in recent weeks.

 

Both Tommy Thompson and Rebecca Kleefisch have also made the rounds at Mar-a-Lago, 
but Kleefisch in particular has been eerily quiet on the trip. She knows she needs the 
endorsement since she is facing lackluster poll numbers and the threats of more primary 
opponents. 

 

Ramthun’s Florida trip comes as he’s declared himself the race’s frontrunner, telling the Pete 
Santilli Show last Friday that after only five weeks on the campaign trail and based on the 
results of scientifically-sound straw polls, he is “essentially in first place.” Ramthun also went 
on the offensive against his opponents in the same interview, explaining that “I’m beating 
people who have been running for governor for four years. The gal that they wanted to make, 
the establishment pick they wanted to make ‘the one,’ I’m taking her out in multiple counties.”
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We’ll have to wait and see if Ramthun manages to land the biggest endorsement in the race –
but he does have all the right qualifications: Ramthun’s entire campaign is focused on 
overturning Trump’s loss. As Trump told Tim Ramthun himself, “you’re my kind of guy.”

 

 

Milwaukee Mayor Cavalier Johnson celebrates his historic victory Tuesday night.

INCLUDE & RESPECT 
Candidates of Color Achieve Historic Firsts in Local Elections Across 

Wisconsin
Diverse candidates achieved historic firsts in races across the state Tuesday, winning election
to local government and school boards and helping to build a more representative democracy
for us all.

 

In Barron, Isaak Mohamed became the first Somali-born candidate elected to city council. 
Having fled Somalia in 2006, Mohamed was granted asylum in the United States in 2013 and 
became a U.S. citizen in 2018.

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/dSCQfi9FLISmU3ZE3bfPhsYso5eJeii7mYEeQI3NZ2f2Z4WY96nFZfQkJjA7lu35hRrSSlDMIoSt5zuGApZJRYFXlfqYYC_gRZ1OF8A0eooSGo3lCxyYyBOn0GUjb5y3x00crJ7CuajIZR3ewsYeXW32qZhebU45FsRvFqLESReeJmVw5atQUwaNlsbYkab_HgBXVvMmpkY2nQU1Fk8DxYyO9x6d31x6sfXBwGsNkyTwyKZJ7BXhpDWnLLgpTVIr2O1PxWdqydR446Co4HqdXc_GUdOoD85gGlGmXyzY1frsuiQuOrfpHlkGVaYjnsAEVE7DLeIFtHwgx0mKIYJrDCnl4081xTiOnLK73oK4GZ_0vyWxyDdrswfpFi8WGy2PhamLhgUIKrJunBp0t8Zpww/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h17/BKQ4DS3aiV2Jm9PPIwPSk81sSyq-eTTk0E3dWx72Dok


 

In Fond du Lac, Antonio Godfrey Sr. became the first Black candidate elected to the Fond du 
Lac School Board. After coming just seven votes short last year, Godfrey ran again – and 
won!

 

And in Milwaukee, Mayor Cavalier Johnson made history as Milwaukee’s first Black elected 
mayor!

 

Read more from WPR on the many historic firsts achieved in local races around Wisconsin.

 

Celebrating Hmong Heritage Month with Pheng Thao’s Historic Election 

Win
This Hmong Heritage Month, WisDems is celebrating Pheng Thao’s historic win! 

 

Pheng Thao is the first Hmong American elected to serve on the Appleton School Board, 
receiving the most votes out of all eight candidates. Thao will be able to bring his 20 years of 
experience in community building and violence prevention to the Board and WisDems is so 
excited to continue to support Thao. 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDL19_FtuAb3Z8ktcJ1tAYVikNUMCUIyskxoukZjMm64n7LJ3jcC5rUe6wHxa9KyS865YH8ePh2jvNWQ9SsKmYQAFLH3WCytPC_CspGc_YkXgBRlc7rEhy1ieFMOPDHDz8R29gH3zPMm4EBITQfUqQR7biEpQPXBFtBukBgjBDOUOV1qxZkivk4YuXqVKRlcdv6sE77J8pTMM40zn0rWYBfw4oHyM-ZCCiZChsCt32BupBS47qChRBwUPDYsu7DrAUvP5H2TQ4br3oTuaQvAiQlPOIiRW871hjjXokRe__LW4x_YuCe0Hn-G2tOMnSn3LxftQAQTcryjXpaSK4ytvPSgjHlKGMzd-lTbWzaBL8HqOi4sRXKMFKo-ytXQ3b7xnauRm52oQwQ7uFqR2PcJz0f8/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h18/8T6TTR9Du3kuvAYI4Tzh61iHX-QyeJbNexjjvG6vWzQ
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/XL32lPaAquFfxNbaVaefHmX2R8QXJTjaYf8UEoX4Ask_phh-7wHUjhMQroKgEaVDVNtmFZiQBTyaeLCL9GAoSG-HHjL-Z4wfNaqWZfx26URrphCi7uFpMzbtEC5619_HHU9MMygQxDFVz_ZvbRaQRknvW9fLe9gIitU94o1D7JHOK_CBvJzttYipKbkutk1jiN-jaYd4TidFvVo4YNYxGONk0nar9h2cfwlPReq-TfTyb4CO6YZPF9z-HMQ2Dscg1I6NSxqfXKTQrqbtbl9OXlLoL6YicMXPIOaypnFvv3JbBP1-tmEBQRaf2wY0y3DhDKmdbAPBUAu1wll2p47uUg/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h19/DSGp7Cj3XQZbGMiVCo3jGSb5dcY3gdlLskbRtYzEOHY


 

Celebrate Pheng’s historic win and join us from 12-12:30 PM on Wed, April 13 for a Facebook
Live interview to learn more about Pheng’s journey and vision for Appleton’s public schools!

EMPOWER The Grassroots 
Calling all Rural WisDems Party Unit Leaders! 
WisDems is proud to work again with Movement Labs to offer significant support to county 
parties in rural and ex-urban areas through their Rural Power Lab program for the 2022 
election cycle!

 

Rural Power Lab helps Democratic County Parties’ organizing efforts to improve the 
Democratic brand in rural areas and works alongside our existing county parties and year-
round organization program. 

 

Sign up here for an open house to learn more and read about the programs and tracks in 
this application memo.

 

County parties have the option to apply for volunteer recruitment and training (track 1) AND 
training and quarterly $500 grants for completing monthly actions (track 2) or can opt out of 
the program if you don’t think it’s a good fit for your county. The deadline to opt out or apply 
for the program is April 27th. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to team@ruralpowerlab.org. You can 
also visit www.ruralpowerlab.org for more information and easy access to the application 
materials.

 

Free Candidate Resource Portal
In preparation for an exciting election year, WisDems has launched a free 2022 Candidate 
Resource Portal to support candidates across the state with a variety of campaign resources.

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/mRshnjzLbfRUAJcmEcvG0023DLM6IpN8EIw86Ol7imlT_W6OvzhiQNWWPWOc2z7sOY0yN3DUAxszTQyV6UyYfv0fmnEvDruq06eGPQqAaz7yj89CVBnklIsSE6yVOiox8mLKAGgHguZr92g76A-pxXTr6xYiiSmz5ZvqAc6WXpx7bVfMPnqecQm6qLBKsH4EYwjFTtBzb_9x__QcjhYg6ojODGHBbPC-WLpxTYiI1xX4GdM4TqQul3yXlDtO_d8E2aYnwE2Pk5YN6BhqTAdxhy1lukAMV79LoVrVhHmUNL6_5BmJ7NN6k4Y46x-TOZdjPSUyCNA5B905O7gKJ2NOPw/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h25/IalAWt2-tWAFqRKMZmg0Iqn2GWDb96eG9WIU9Qv2_Lk
mailto:team@ruralpowerlab.org
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/A7GQnnr_XzUYyessq5BiRCBQpgwJp2o84T72B_kYM95wUg6PMBN9OZTQeNfqcOoVV7kSeybfM4JbWw_jdBTItzWzHR01SyxoXx8Yc0dSTAdhPAX_RuNAhUbrdjMS_B--tj_8o3lFDiYSjPj7CJZHMtNDuSJ9tzIDjwL2AJ1lLvNgtp0qB19S7dDK7QZjkFfF2dBnDHzg5lYmLhwDUkMOt6VEwPLG0aYpL_PVI-1zAudZWO4NcAaieR3b-F51ddPFCIBRSH_pDYFOS94kRspmeU9aUqBNlGZnD3dOdIFP0lgANIgk2695O5u3twTgQkGp46mun2ThAjS9ZZq9rVcLLptpd8YKdMhrbKb1kWweCQo/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h24/mJWYHmaw0pKQOchJuIJcfSGG5r8GaYL8785rjSm7LNk
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/A7GQnnr_XzUYyessq5BiRCBQpgwJp2o84T72B_kYM95wUg6PMBN9OZTQeNfqcOoVV7kSeybfM4JbWw_jdBTItzWzHR01SyxoXx8Yc0dSTAdhPAX_RuNAhUbrdjMS_B--tj_8o3lFDiYSjPj7CJZHMtNDuSJ9tzIDjwL2AJ1lLvNgtp0qB19S7dDK7QZjkFfF2dBnDHzg5lYmLhwDUkMOt6VEwPLG0aYpL_PVI-1zAudZWO4NcAaieR3b-F51ddPFCIBRSH_pDYFOS94kRspmeU9aUqBNlGZnD3dOdIFP0lgANIgk2695O5u3twTgQkGp46mun2ThAjS9ZZq9rVcLLptpd8YKdMhrbKb1kWweCQo/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h24/mJWYHmaw0pKQOchJuIJcfSGG5r8GaYL8785rjSm7LNk
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https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/XL32lPaAquFfxNbaVaefHmX2R8QXJTjaYf8UEoX4Aslm5QDibcCMWbhM8vP6FXr0RsfJiWSrX8dPlcD6ckr_qwm6MQwAcFHmFAviuCeIeS6WcFxXCurcIQnUvadQVKFQuMsVh-nUezPaeNXG7ZqPW38ATU4L7Wdyy7OYVyHMYwL8t2lfn-jLgFvkGV36app5mL2S9hjhs2aMwpYTaM7Y3Mbwm8S2fGxyO9qNvUxzhu3xRuP9HyhinkRacqXJJHoD9pQrK_hrIJ6v3GyoxbYEB44PmE_loRXuD9kOlVUKlUuFj1X6Y6k8ewcX8LPirForyGOgITjfMjeL0RapEaCmmg/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h20/4F-mbLqr_CILBVNknCFc6ZQkAiW5PY_EVAS0CrVzfBM
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/ss/c/XL32lPaAquFfxNbaVaefHmX2R8QXJTjaYf8UEoX4Aslm5QDibcCMWbhM8vP6FXr0RsfJiWSrX8dPlcD6ckr_qwm6MQwAcFHmFAviuCeIeS6WcFxXCurcIQnUvadQVKFQuMsVh-nUezPaeNXG7ZqPW38ATU4L7Wdyy7OYVyHMYwL8t2lfn-jLgFvkGV36app5mL2S9hjhs2aMwpYTaM7Y3Mbwm8S2fGxyO9qNvUxzhu3xRuP9HyhinkRacqXJJHoD9pQrK_hrIJ6v3GyoxbYEB44PmE_loRXuD9kOlVUKlUuFj1X6Y6k8ewcX8LPirForyGOgITjfMjeL0RapEaCmmg/3l1/n3Lm8IeOT8WN8pjjLZ0vXA/h20/4F-mbLqr_CILBVNknCFc6ZQkAiW5PY_EVAS0CrVzfBM


 

If you’re interested in accessing the Candidate Resource Portal, you can request access at 
this link or by going to the Candidate Resources button at the bottom of our website. Each 
member of your campaign team must fill out the form individually to receive an access 
password.

 

In addition to these incredible resources, don’t forget to check out the resources below, as 
well:

• VAN Access. VAN or VoteBuilder is our database of voter file information, plus the 
tools to make phone banks, maps for canvassing, mailing lists, and more. Candidates 
can apply for access here. 

• Candidate Question Form. This form is the best place for candidates to go if they 
have any questions or requests for our candidate services team. 

Become a Monthly Donor
The easiest way to help support our work across the state is by signing up as a monthly donor
for the Democratic Party of Wisconsin. These funds directly allow us to hire and plan 
sustainably, working to defeat Ron Johnson, re-elect Gov. Evers, and save our democracy! 

 

Chip in any amount to join the fight!

 

Paid for by the Democratic Party of Wisconsin, Ben Wikler, Chair
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